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Don’t Delay the Burndown Application
Abstract

The late arrival of spring has everyone ready to hit the fields running when fields finally dry out. Some will be
tempted to forgo applying herbicides prior to planting to ensure fields get planted in case another wet period
arrives. This is an exceptionally risky proposition for no-till fields because it provides weeds a head start on the
crop and a competitive advantage for the rest of the season. If everything falls in place perfectly, this practice
can be successful. But any delay in getting back into the field to apply the burndown and residual herbicides
can have a big impact on the success of weed control and, therefore, profits.
Keywords

Agronomy
Disciplines

Agricultural Science | Agriculture | Agronomy and Crop Sciences | Weed Science

This article is available at Iowa State University Digital Repository: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cropnews/69

4/13/2014

burndown application

ICM Home

ISU Extension Calendar

Publications

Extension News

County Offices
P RINT

Contact Us
ST ORY

E MAIL ST ORY
A DD T O DELICIOUS
A T OM FEED
FOLLOW

Subscribe to Crop
News

ON

T WIT T ER

Don’t Delay the Burndown Application
Archives
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
Previous Years

ISU Crop Resources
Extension Field
Agronomists

By Bob Hartzler, Department of Agronomy
The late arrival of spring has everyone ready to hit the fields running when
fields finally dry out. Some will be tempted to forgo applying herbicides prior
to planting to ensure fields get planted in case another wet period
arrives. This is an exceptionally risky proposition for no-till fields because it
provides weeds a head start on the crop and a competitive advantage for the
rest of the season. If everything falls in place perfectly, this practice can be
successful. But any delay in getting back into the field to apply the burndown
and residual herbicides can have a big impact on the success of weed
control and, therefore, profits.
Selection of an appropriate burndown treatment is the first step in a
successful no-till weed management program. Fields should be scouted to
determine what weeds are present. The addition of 2,4-D to glyphosate
improves control of many winter annual weeds and any glyphosate-resistant
weeds such as horseweed/marestail. A seven-day interval between
application and planting is required with 0.5 lb ae/A (0.5 pt/A of a 4 lb/gal
product) for both corn and soybean. Growers wishing to plant immediately
following the burndown application can substitute Sharpen (or other Kixor
product) for 2,4-D to maintain effectiveness of horseweed control. An MSO
and N source is required when using Sharpen for burndown purposes.
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Bob Hartzler is a professor of agronomy and weed science extension
specialist with responsib ilities in weed management and herb icide use. He
can b e reached at 515-294-1164 or hartzler@iastate.edu
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This article was published originally on 4/26/2013 The inf ormation contained within the article may or
may not be up to date depending on when y ou are accessing the inf ormation.
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Links to this material are strongly encouraged. This article may be republished without f urther
permission if it is published as written and includes credit to the author, Integrated Crop
Management News and Iowa State Univ ersity Extension. Prior permission f rom the author is
required if this article is republished in any other manner.
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