Integrated Crop Management News

Agriculture and Natural Resources

6-8-2012

Twisted whorls and yellow leafs
Roger W. Elmore
Iowa State University, relmore@iastate.edu

Mark A. Licht
Iowa State University, lichtma@iastate.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cropnews
Part of the Agricultural Science Commons, Agriculture Commons, and the Agronomy and Crop
Sciences Commons
Recommended Citation
Elmore, Roger W. and Licht, Mark A., "Twisted whorls and yellow leafs" (2012). Integrated Crop Management News. 206.
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cropnews/206

The Iowa State University Digital Repository provides access to Integrated Crop Management
News for historical purposes only. Users are hereby notified that the content may be
inaccurate, out of date, incomplete and/or may not meet the needs and requirements of the
user. Users should make their own assessment of the information and whether it is suitable for
their intended purpose. For current information on integrated crop management from Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach, please visit https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/.

Twisted whorls and yellow leafs
Abstract

Fast-growing corn in the last week has resulted in a few scattered plants in some fields - at least in central and
west-central Iowa - displaying bright yellow leaves waving above the canopy (see photo). Corn with these
symptoms is around the V5 to V8 growth stage. The yellow upper corn leaves are sun-starved, entrapped
earlier in the whorl by more mature leaves. They will wave for a day or more above rapidly growing crop
canopies before turning green.
Keywords

Agronomy
Disciplines

Agricultural Science | Agriculture | Agronomy and Crop Sciences

This article is available at Iowa State University Digital Repository: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cropnews/206

4/18/2014

twisted whorls and yellow leafs

ICM Home

ISU Extension Calendar

Publications

Extension News

County Offices
P RINT

Contact Us
ST ORY

E MAIL ST ORY
A DD T O DELICIOUS
A T OM FEED
FOLLOW

Subscribe to Crop
News

ON

T WIT T ER

Twisted whorls and yellow leafs
Archives
2014

By Roger Elmore, Department of Agronomy, and Mark Licht, ISU Extension
and Outreach

2013
2012
2011
2010
2009

Fast-growing corn in the last week has resulted in a few scattered plants in
some fields - at least in central and west-central Iowa - displaying bright
yellow leaves waving above the canopy (see photo). Corn with these
symptoms is around the V5 to V8 growth stage. The yellow upper corn leaves
are sun-starved, entrapped earlier in the whorl by more mature leaves. They
will wave for a day or more above rapidly growing crop canopies before
turning green.
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Plants exhibiting effects of twisted whorls. Leaves will remain "wrinkled"
for the remainder of the growing season. June 7, 2012. R. Elmore photo.

The symptom is not unusual; we reported it in the ICM News in both 2008
and 2009 occurring at the same growth stages, as well as late as the tenth to
twelfth leaf stage. An article posted on the ISU Extension and Outreach corn
website also addressed the subject.
Most of the leaves should unfurl within a few days. The pale-yellow leaves
will green as they accumulate chlorophyll. If the deformity causes a delay in
either growth or development, it may reduce yield on a plant basis, but the
effect - if not widespread - likely will not influence overall yield on a field
basis.
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