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March 2009

Supplemental Revenue Assistance (SURE) buy-in is
reopened
By William Edwards, extension economist, 515-294-6161, wedwards@iastate.edu

A

s part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (also known as the economic stimulus bill),
Congress reopened the window of opportunity for
farmers to qualify for possible disaster payments for 2008
crops. These payments were authorized in the 2008 farm
bill under the Supplemental Revenue Assistance (SURE)
program.
To be considered for SURE, crop producers were required to
have purchased multiple peril crop insurance for all insurable
crops that accounted for 5 percent or more of their expected
gross value of crop production in 2008. Noninsurable crops
that met the gross value threshold had to be covered under
the Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) available from
the Farm Service Agency. For crops not already covered,
producers could pay a “buy-in” fee of $100 per crop to FSA
by Sept. 16, 2008.
The opportunity to obtain eligibility for 2008 crops by paying the buy-in fee has been extended for 90 days, until May
18, 2009. Late-enrolled crops cannot receive insurance or
NAP indemnity payments, but will be eligible for SURE.
For purposes of SURE they will be considered to have a level of coverage not to exceed 70 percent of the proven yield
and 100 percent of the indemnity price for crop insurance, or
equal to 70 percent of the yield established under NAP.

Producers who take advantage of this late enrollment opportunity also will be required to obtain coverage on their 2009
insurable crops of at least 70 percent of their proven yield
and 100 percent of the indemnity price, and to obtain NAP
coverage on other crops.
Producers who insured all their required 2008 crops before the normal sales closing date (March 15 for corn and
soybeans), or enrolled them for SURE coverage before the
Sept. 16 deadline, will receive a small bonus. Their coverage levels for purposes of SURE will now be calculated as
120 percent of their crop insurance guarantee (instead of 115
percent) and 125 percent of their NAP guarantee (instead of
120 percent).
Farmers who produced crops in counties eligible for 2008
SURE assistance (see Ag Decision Maker Information File
A1-44) can use the Ag Decision Maker decision tool (A1-44)
to analyze whether or not they might be eligible for a SURE
payment. Final eligibility and payments amounts for 2008
crops will not be known until the average USDA marketing
year price is announced in September.
The Farm Service Agency has not yet officially announced
the reopening of SURE eligibility, so the above information
is subject to change.

Updates, continued from page 1

Group Risk Plan (GRP) & Group Risk Income Production (GRIP) – A1-58 (2 pages)
Please add these files to your handbook and remove the out-of-date material.

Internet Updates
The following updates have been added on www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm.
Making the Transition from Conventional to Organic – A1-26

Current Profitability
The following profitability tools have been updated on www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm to reflect current
price data.
Corn Profitability – A1-85
Soybean Profitability – A1-86
Ethanol Profitability – D1-10
. . . and justice for all
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Many materials can be made available in alternative formats
for ADA clients. To file a complaint of discrimination, write
USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Build-

ing, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts
of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Jack M. Payne, director, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and
Technology, Ames, Iowa.
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