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Manage Soybean Diseases at Harvest Time
Abstract

Two soybean diseases - sudden death syndrome (SDS) and soybean white mold - are wide spread in Iowa this
season. In August SDS showed up in almost every Iowa region, with some regions having high disease
intensity. Large patches of soybean with SDS symptom are obvious from south to north. White mold, a
disease that can drastically cut yields, started to get the attention of producers in late August. This year white
mold is so wide spread that agronomists report observing it in many soybean fields in southern Iowa. In
northern Iowa, patches of soybean killed by this disease were so abundant that I found them in nearly every
soybean field while attending a field day Sept. 18. Before this year, the highest loss from white mold in my
book was about $32K in a farm. This year, a farmer told me he estimated a loss of $40K to his farm from this
disease.
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