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THE lOWA HOMEMAKER
ancl girls the privileges that students have
now, and perhaps they will grant a few
that t hey've felt they missed.

Freedom Is Promised

Youngsters of 1955

• • •

Do Formals Bore?

By Claire Chadwick

I

N 1955 will boys and girls be smoking, dating before they are 18, going
to dances and staying out until after
midnight~ Will the boys be actively engaged in athletics and the girls contem plating careers~ If the boys aJld girls
of 1955 happen to boast Iowa State
alumni as their parents, ancl unless the
1934 students who were interviewed
change theil· minds greatly before they
a1·e actually faced with the decisions they
are so certail1 they will handle conectly,
there will be a rather free group of
young people.
Theru will be n o cases of the sort one
now 1·eads in the ''Aunt Sally'' col umns
- ''I am a blonde with blue eyes, 17
years old, and considered fairly gooc1
looking. My parents refuse to let me
have dates. What can I do for a good
time~''

The average age at which this n ew
generation may begin its conquests is just
past 16. Of course they must ch oose a
boy or a girl who is known by the family, but they may have their good times
and not wait until they are ready for
college before they have their first date.
This was the consensus of opinion of all
who were asked about the date question.
Will father be waiting at the door
when the clock strikes 12 and will daught er b e severely reproached if she fails to
arrive before he has fallen asleep t wice
during his welcoming vigil~ The futuretense fathers on the campus say no to
the first--and yes to tl1 e last question.

Approved e1Jtertairune11t may last beyond
midnight for t he fledglings, but automobile rides and walks in the moonlight
must terminate before the magic hour.
'l'he girls were less lenient. Twelve o'clock
was plenty late enough no matter wh at
the occasion (cUd they forget their donn
days and the last minute rushes for
foocH).
Pros and cons for smoking were about
equal. Only two boys and twice as many
girls absolutely put a ban on smoking
for their daughters. Rath er, they preferred to let t he young lady know that
she was not meeting with her parents'
full approval if she chose to indulge in
the habit, and then let h er go to it. 'l'he
other half said that smoking was up to
the chilclren a11d addecl that nothil1g
would be mentioned should they leam
that out behind the garage suspicion s
actions wore going on. These futur e parents would simply buy a fancy ash tray
and invite the children il1to the parlor.
No one turned clown dancing. In fact,
they would encourage it. A boy who did
not da11ce until he came to Iowa State
said that it would be one of the first
things his youngsters did- Jearn to dance.
'l'here was discrimination as to where :111d
how the boys and ghls should exer cise
the graceful art--public dance halls were
out, but one boy said so may dancing bt'
by 1955, so why worry too much ~
You'd n evm· iliink it, but there's a
pronlillent young student on this campus
- Io.w a State campus, mind you- who
says he won't tell his son he can't play
football, but he'll keep him so busy doing something else-peclclliJlg veget ables,
if necessa~·y-th at he won 't haYe time for
such foolishn ess. The girls were timorous about these athletic youngster . They
admitted the t hrill that the campus heroe~
gave them in football games, but if it
came to be a question of their own sons
they woulcl waJlt the shoulder pads p lenty
heavy.
And so it goes. 'l' he future parents expect that they 'll t1·y to give t heir boys

By Clarine Durr
and E lizabeth Foster

F

ORMAL dinners-to have or not to
have is not the question any more.
After a year of absence, the formal dinner returned to the girls' dormitories on the Iowa State campus. All
the freshman, sophomor e, transfer, and
upper-class girls sent up a hearty chorus
of approval .for more of these affairs.
Here's what a few h ave to say:
When asked h er opinion, one diminutive dark-haired transfer exclaimed, "I
thought it wns mru·velous! 'l'he dinner
created a cultural atmosphere which Iowa
State needs to balance its technical side."
"I wish we might have more of them,"
wistfully stated a curly-haired bloncle who
was used to more such things at home.
"I liked the fo rmal dinner ever so much."
One ru1d all mentioned that t he mann er of service and the quiet, candlelight atmosphere of the dormitory formal dinners gave girls who had little
chance of attending formal functions an
opportunity to get acquainted with and
feel at ease at similar affairs.
A quiet little brunette thought the
formal dinner was fine for girls who
coulcl not pledge sororities and h ad
fewer opportunities to attend formal dinners.
The girls who stood in a.ll the c1'isp
whiteness of their uniforms to serve
theil' formally-dressed guests and dormmates in the co-op dorms didn't mincl
the task. Says one, "Aside from the fact
that I worried about dropping things, it
was a la1·k."
"Formal dinners," quoting the house
president of one of these co-ops, "a1·e
especially valuable in co-operative dol·mitories because they give the girls an opportunity to enj oy a type of entertain·
ment which they might otherwise have to
fOI'go because of lack of funds."
Formal dinners have shown the students that faculty guests need not alwavs be associated with ulackboa~·ds and
quizzes. In this way, too, the girls learn
h ow to invite guests and entertain them.
(Contimwil on page 16)
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Malander' s Grocery

House Plants Will Grow

Welcomes You
Buy Your Supplies Here
2526 Lincoln Way

Candy
Salted Nuts
Howard Adams Candy Kettle
2412 Lincoln Way

Phone 2063

BATES
BAKING
COMPANY
407 Duff

By Rut:h Cook

Phone 1087-W

Pop Corn Balls

Ph. 206

Give the Distinct Gift-

A photograph
for
Valentine's Day

D":STUD/0 I
Sez Sam to Freddie, ''Why
does a gangster remind you
of a cheap-cheat shoe·?"
"That's easy," sez Freddie. "He is a 'heel' with a
bad soul. He can't keep
straight and is soon run
down.''
Let us keep your soles in good
condition.

COLLEGIATE
SHOE SERVICE
2524 Lincoln Way

"Look Your Best"
for all occasions
An eyebrow and eyelash dye
-a facial -one of the new
croquinole m a r c e ls-' 'Perfecto'' w a v e-machineless
method.
CRANFORD
BEAUTY SALON
Violet Washburn
Ph. 1576
Mr. Howard will cut your hair.

• • •

MtLry, Mary, quite contmry,
How does yo ur ga1·den grow~
r-D HAT'S the way the old nursery
j_ rhyme had it. For the 1934 college
girl's version, sc1·atch out the "quite
contrm·y" and "ga.rden" and substitute
"clever very" and "house-plant"Mary, Mary, clever very,
How does your house-plaJJt grow ~
If Mary J'eally is "clever very" about
her plaJJts they will be doing very nicely, thank you ! Most of us aren't gifted
that way though, and we do well with
our cleverness to h ave plants at aJl.
P lants a re ruce, any coed will tell you,
but th ey freeze up on us, or they get
brown and shrivel away, or they go to
staJk and 11ever bloom. Poor little plants!
The minute they get inside a dormitory
their dea.th rate seems to go up about
100 p ercent.
E. C. Volz, professor of hort iculture,
suggests that plants don't grow in dormitories because they don't get the proper
tempemture a nd moisture conditi ons.
Girls on the campus who have had
failures lay t heir bad luck in the majority of cases to lack of sunlight. 'rhe
exception to t his rule is the still greater
number of plants which freeze to death.
Many a plant hn s lost its tender life
when it was left to itself in a vacant
room by its mistress during vacation.
Openin g t he wi11dow too far at 11ig ht
without in some way protecting the plant
has the same disastrous results.
Not all of them die, however. Some
of the hm·dicr plants have lived through
to downright senility. The favorites seem
to be ivy, wandering jew, ge ranium and a
large pet·ccntage of bulbous plants. 'rwo
roommates had between t hem this long
list- b egonias, ice-phmts, foliage, geraniums, wandering jew and moss. Perhaps
the most ingenu ous p lant was one that
twins had in their room- a sweet potato
which took root and its vines clambered
up even to the ceiling.

T

HESE successes are encouraging. At
least keeping plants in college rooms
can be dOJH). Pe l'l1aps you watered t he
geranium too often , or you kept your
room too warm or too dry for it, or your
soil mixture w'as not good. None of these
mistakes <u-e hard to 1·emedy.
For your n ext adventure into the plant
gr owin g world, Professor Volz makes
t hese suggestions in his book, "Home
P lower Growing."
'L'he first r equisite is good soiL The
11ext time you have the opportunity supply yourself with some rich black Imva
dirt. To three pa1-ts of the loam add one
pn.rt of well-rotted manure and one part
of cl enn sru1d. A little bone-meal in addition will give plant food in the form

of phosphorus and nitrogen. There is no
n eed for extra fertilizer.
Mr. Volz does not r ecommend the use
of fertilizer during the sluggish autumn
a nd early winter; those ru·e the plants'
1·est days. T here will be time enough
when the buds b egin to appear. 'L'he little
boost that fertilizer can give, may give
in crensed foliage and stem development
then. As a safe fertilizer, Mr. Volz recommends two teaspoons of nitrate of soda
or ammonium sulphate dissolved in three
gallons of water.
UJJglazed, unpainted flower p ots a re
best. Be sure that there is a ho.Je in the
bottom for drainage. Th e pot should be
just hu·ge enough to contain the 1·oot system without cro wding. Too large a pot
means danger of overwatering and does
not allow the roots to get a foothold
along the sides of the pot.

T

HE temperature should average 65 or
70 degrees during the day and about
10 degrees colder at night.
The rela,tiYe humidity is genemlly far
too low. It is usua.l ly 20 or 30 percent
in houses, while the green-house has a 75
to 80 percent humidity. A little more
moisture in the air would be healthier for
humans as well as plm1ts. Mr. Volz suggests that this diffi culty may be overcome by water pans which hook o•ver the
wnll side of t ho radiato'l'. But if th.is is
impm ctienble, water mny be vn.porized
from a pan m1der the r adiator, or by
wringing turkish towels out of water
and placing t hem over the 1·adiator.
P lants usually get too much rather
t h;m not enough water. When the surface soil becomes dry, it is usually n ecessary to wnter them.

Do Formals Bore?
(Contin~wd [Tom page 6)
A CO·r n-fed lass asked if we didn't think
it would be interesting to have exchange

formals ~

Unanimous in th ei r approval, the donnitory girls a re anxiously awaiting the
answer to the 11ew question, "When is
t he next formal goi11g to be?"

Indian Girls
(Contin;uecl [Tom page 11)
lated to mnke advancements. Miss Dek k et· tries never to hn.ve every detail comp lete but alwa.y s leaves some problem
for t he girls to solve. Only when they
can be made to feel a desire for selfimpl·ovement will they learn to enjoy
better living conditions. Toward this
end Miss Dekk er is working with the
future homemakers of the Apache Indians.

