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Importing Data into Google Web Maps
Welcome to the Essential ArcGIS Task Sheet Series. This series supplements the Iowa State University Geospatial
Technology Training Program short course series. The task sheets are designed to provide quick, easy instructions for
performing mapping tasks.
Google Maps offers a free, easy-to-use platform for creating maps that can be shared Online and embedded in web
pages. Users are able to create spatial data with drawing tools, as well as import a variety of data formats to be viewed
and styled using Google Maps. This task sheet will demonstrate how to import various data formats. This task sheet
builds on the skills learned in PM2082-16a

1. Download the Data
a. To download the data used in this task sheet, navigate
to www.extension.iastate.edu/communities/gis/
quicktasksheets/data in a web browser. Click on
publication number PM2082-16b. The data for this task
sheet includes a spreadsheet of music festivals locations,
a .gpx file for campground locations, and a .kml file for
selected bike trails within Iowa.

1. Sign In to Google Maps
a. In a web browser, navigate to the Google Maps website
at www.maps.google.com.
b. If not already, sign in using your Google account. Open
the menu in the upper-left corner and click on My Maps
and then select CREATE MAP.

2. Importing Spreadsheet Data (.xslx or .csv)
A table that contains location data can be used to populate your
map. Location data can be X,Y coordinates; street addresses; or
other location data like names of Cities and States.
a. Now that you’ve created a new, blank map, click on the
Untitled map title at the top of the table of contents
to open the editing box. Give the map the title of
“Camping, Biking, and Music” and a description of
“The ultimate Iowa summer”.
b. To populate the first layer, click import and drag and
drop or browse for musicfestivals.xslx downloaded in
step 1a.
c. Choose City and State to position your markers.
d. Choose Music Festival as the title for your markers.
e. Click on the paint-roller icon to change the style.
Group places by Uniform Style and set labels to Music
Festival.

f.

Click on the symbol icon and then click More Icons.

g. Find a music-related icon to represent music festivals.

3. Importing a KML file
KML is a file format commonly used for Internet-based maps and
applications such as Google Earth.
a. Click Add Layer to add a new layer, then click Import.
Next, drag and drop or browse for the file entitled
selectedbiketrails.kml downloaded in step 1a.
b. By default, each line segment has been assigned an
individual style. To change this, click on the paint roller
icon. Under Style by Data Column in the drop-down
menu, select SURFACE.
c. A default set of symbols will be assigned to the different
trail surface types.
d. To change the width and color of lines, click on the
symbol icon next to each category. Change each symbol
so that it has a distinct color and increase the width so
that it is easily visible on the map.

4. Importing a GPX file
GPX, or GPS Exchange Format, is the data format commonly used
by GPS devices to store waypoints, tracks, and routes.
a. Click Add Layer to add a new layer, then click Import.
Next, drag and drop or browse for the file entitled
IACampgrounds.gpx downloaded in step 1a.
b. Change the style to Uniform Style.
c. Click on the symbol icon. Click More Icons to open the
icon library. Browse the library to see available icons,
then click Custom Icon. Note the different options
for creating a custom icon across the top, then select
Google Image Search.
d. Search for “tent icon” and select brown on the color
pallet. Select a suitable image to represent campgrounds
on your map.

Contact:
Austin Dunn, MLA/MCRP Candidate; Bailey Hanson GIS Specialist, bahanson@iastate.edu, 515-520-1436; Associate
Professor Christopher J. Seeger, ASLA, GISP, cjseeger@iastate.edu, 515-509-0651 for more information about the
Geospatial Technology Program. This task sheet and more are available at www.extension.iastate.edu/communities/gis
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