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SUMMARY

A new awareness of everyday clothes of common people is emerging in
the field of historic costume, as shown by the interest of historians and
clothing manufacturers. Bib overalls are presently a common garment
among laborers, and have been for some time; yet, I found no extensive
scholarly research about bib overalls. An abundance of recent articles
emphasizes the popularity of bib overalls in the 1990s. The writers
frequently mentioned that overalls had been around for a long time, but
no one could say just how long.

The purpose of this research was to learn about the origins of bib
overalls in order to provide costume historians and clothing
manufacturers a base of understanding about everyday work clothing, its
uses, its users, and the changes made to such a garment through time.
This study brought together the histories of costume, inventions,
advertising, and industry. The questions I wanted to answer were these:
How were bib overalls first made? Were they home sewn or commercially
produced? How did the design evolve? Who were the intended wearers?
What was the garment's purpose? What changes in shape and style were
evident? and What methods of advertising were used to promote bib
overalls? Believing that the garment was intended to meet specific needs
of the wearers, I wanted to learn what those needs were. The starting
date of the study was 1856, which was the date of the earliest piece of
evidence found. The ending date, 1945, was selected because it followed
a significant decrease in patent activity and also allowed for the
inclusion of World War II.

Multiple uses for the terms "overall" and "overalls" in sources
revealed the need to form a thorough definition of the words. 0ld
dictionaries and patents described three distinct garments called
"overalls." One garment was what we often call "blue jeans" today, pants
that covered from the waist down. The second use of the term was for a
full body covering with sleeves, also known as "coveralls." And the
third definition was applied to trousers with a bib attached to the front

waist and shoulder straps, also known as "apron" or "bib overalls." In
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this paper I have used the term "overalls” only in reference to the
bibbed form.

Having written to sixty-seven museums to find the most useful
repositories, I visited six. A patent search yielded sixty-eight usable
patents dated from 1872 to 1938. I wrote to or phoned thirteen current
manufacturers of bib overalls to learn about their archives and visited
two firms.

Illustrations in many sources showed garment changes between 1856
and 1945. I do not believe, however, that the 1856 example is
necessarily the earliest form of bib overalls. A typical pair of
overalls from the 1850s would have been simpler than that of the mid-
1900s. The early garment would have had an unadorned bib, made as an
extension of the leg piece; a single-button closure at both sides; narrow
straps buttoned or stitched to the back and buttoned to the bib; two
patch pockets at front and back; and narrow tapered legs. The 1940s
version would have had a two-piece, separate bib with at least one
pocket; two-button closure at both sides; wider straps with a low-back,
high-back, or vest-back style; metal clasp and button at the front end;
two front swing pockets, a coin pocket, two back patch pockets, a rule
pocket, a hammer loop; and wide straight legs. The changes took place,
for the most part, around 1900.

Although blue denim has been the most common fabric for bib
overalls, others were used. One newspaper article proposed that the
development and popularity of bib overalls was due, in part, to the use
of "newfangled denim." This statement lacks validity because denim had
been in use on this continent since the 1770s and was not new to
Americans of the mid-1800s.

Striped denims were found in the late 1890s through 1945 and denims
of mixed colors were used in the early 1900s. White drill was often used
for painters' and paper hangers' overalls throughout the period, while
duck and other heavy fabrics were used prior to the 1920s. Other fabrics
mentioned included checked linens, colored twills, covert cloth, khaki

cloth, gingham, chambray, corduroy, cheviot, cotton whipcord, cotton
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suiting, and gabardine. Overalls were also made in waterproof or water
resistant fabrics between the 1850s and the 1940s.

Bib overalls met important physical needs: durability, comfort,
convenience, and protection. Garment construction features were
implemented to enhance each of the characteristics. Specific stress
points like side openings were reinforced, straps were widened to avoid
binding on the wearer's shoulder, pockets were added for convenience, and
the leg portion was drawn in with straps or snaps to protect the wearer
better. Users perceived bib overalls as a durable and economical garment
that would aid in the preservation of their other clothing, a benefit
especially dominant in advertising in the 1920s when clothing prices were
unusually high. In the late 1890s a distinct style of overalls for
children began to emerge; these were often referred to as "Brownie
overalls” and maintained the simple construction of the early men's
garments.

A concern about the visual image created by bib overalls was a
psychological and social issue that was touched on in advertisements.
Remarks about the stylish, neat, or pleasing appearance of overalls were
common. Yet they were not acceptable for every situation, for
unexplained reasons. Another attribute apparent from the late 1920s
through the 1940s was an attempt to associate young boys with their
fathers by claiming that their overalls were the same as Dad's.

Advertisements for bib overalls did not appear to imply a
particular image or to place a value judgment on the wearers. The focus
of the advertisements was on the qualities of the garment, rather than
the qualities of the wearer.

I believe that bib overalls were commercially produced before they
were home sewn, based on the evidence gathered. Wholesale catalogs
survive from as early as 1856, while the first home sewing pattern
appeared in 1873. It is possible that home-made versions were sewn
without the aid of full-scale paper patterns, but were simple
reproductions of manufactured garments. It is not possible to confirm

this hypothesis at this time. It is possible that waterproof bib
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overalls preceded the cloth form that became popular. This too is a
subject for further research.

According to my data, bib overall manufacturers followed fairly
typical lines of growth. The majority of firms were located in the
eastern part of the United States in the 1800s and expanded into the mid-
western states after 1900. Information on early bib overall companies is
limited, making a study difficult. To compound the problem, existing
companies often have little historical information about their business,
the products made, and related dates. Even those companies with archives
lack detailed, early company information. Using advertisements to trace
companies is also of little value since many publications no longer
exist; and some advertising was not in periodicals, but in the form of
small handouts, like memo books.

Advertisements for overalls focused on the garments' physical
attributes, social and psychological considerations, the production
process, and price. 1In the 1800s the emphasis appeared to be the
protection provided by overalls; then, in the first decade of the 1900sg,
construction details dominated. Comfort aspects gained importance
through the years, apparently climaxing in the 19308, after which time
durability also appeared to be a strong selling point.

Social and psychological considerations were directed toward the
consumers’ sense of acceptance and well-being, emphasizing the
practicality of overalls, invoking a sense of patriotism, or playing up
the appropriate appearance of overalls. Social acceptance through the
adoption of suitable garments was also considered in advertisements.
Makers touted their bib overalls as being smartly cut and smart looking,
which implies their appropriateness.

Production of overalls was only visible in ads through the emphasis
on union-made products. The manufacturers were apparently proud to
announce this fact and it was thought to be a plus in selling. Value was
a constant theme in these advertisements. The advertiser might simply
claim that their garment was an extraordinary value. To increase that

value, some garments were guaranteed not to fail the customer.
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Retail prices for bib overalls from eighteen sources, dated between
1856 and 1944, did not always reflect the general economic conditions of
the country. On the whole, the retail prices were relatively stable from
the mid-1890s through the late 1930s, with the highest price varying by
only $.75 during the period. The highest prices occurred at each end of
the time period studied, prior to 1860 and after 1940. Waterproof or
water resistant overalls often cost most, as was the case in the 1850s
when that was the only form found. 1In the later era of high prices, the
availability of more complex overalls and the effects of World War II
help to explain the higher prices.

Published wholesale prices were more sporadic. Generally speaking,
they mirror the activities of retail prices. Perhaps the general price
stability of bib overalls over an extended period of time can be
attributed to their functional aspects. Overalls filled a need for
relatively cheap, durable clothing, especially during economic hardships.
Patterns for bib overalls were not advertised for more than $.25 between
1883 and 1924, which again attests to their persistence in the market.

Men were the primary wearers of bib overalls between 1856 and 1945,
especially those in agrarian vocations. Other major occupational groups
that wore bib overalls included railroad workers (engineers, firemen, and
track workers), skilled artisans (carpenters, paper hangers, bricklayers,
and plasterers), fishermen, and factory workers, as well as lumberjacks,
miners, butchers, and other assorted workers. There are also examples of
men involved in leisure activities wearing bib overalls.

Young boys were wearing overalls throughout the period, while young
girls adopted them in the early 1900s. Women were encouraged to wear bib
overalls as early as 1915, but might not have truly accepted them until
the 1930s. Older girls were introduced to the style in the 1930s.

This research could easily be continued, both forward and backward
in time. A study of the use of overalls from 1945 to the 1990s might
illuminate changes in the function and perception of the garment, while a
study beginning at 1856 and looking back might reveal more about the
inspiration behind the design. It would also be of interest to social

scientists to study the use of bib overalls in relation to the general
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perception of cleanliness and personal hygiene to determine if there were
distinctions in the level of cleanliness expected for work clothes and
non-work clothes.

While conducting this research I also discovered a great need for
information about men's and children's clothing. The focus in historic
costume research, until recently, has been on women's fashionable dress,
which is only a small portion of the history of costume. A study of the
growth and development of advertising, as it relates to historic costume,
would also be useful for researchers. The existence of bib overalls
warrants a thorough investigation. I have bequn to clear up some of the

mystery surrounding the garment, but more remains to be discovered.
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APPENDIX A

LIST OF MUSEUMS CONTACTED AND RESPONSES

Key: o= does not contain any of the requested materials
n= no response
*= more than one type of artifact requested
pP= only photographs

[

The Arizona Costume Institute, Phoenix, AZ

Baltimore Museum of Industry, Baltimore, MD

Charles River Museum of Industry, Waltham, MA

The Charleston Museum, Charleston, SC

Chicago Historical Society, Chicago, IL

Colorado State University, Denver, CO

Conner Prairie, Noblesville, IN

Crown Gardens and Archives, Dalton, GA

Cumberland County Historical Society, Greenwich, NJ
DeSoto Wildlife Refuge, Missouri Valley, IA

Detroit Historical Museum, Detroit, MI

Eliz. Sage Hist. Costume Collection, Bloomington, IN
Fashion Institute of Technology, New York, NY

Golden Spike National Historic Site, Brigham City, UT
Grand Encampment Museum, Encampment, WY

Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village, Dearborn, MI
The Hermitage, Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ

Heritage Farmstead Museum, Plano, TX

Historic Northampton, Springfield, MA

Homestead National Monument, Beatrice, NE

Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site, Elverson, PA
Iowa State Historical Society, Des Moines & Iowa City, IA
Jensen Historical Society Farm, Salt Lake City, UT
Kansas Museum of History, Topeka, KS

Kelton House Museum and Garden, Columbus, OH

Kent State University Museum, Kent, OH

Lake County Museum, Wauconda, IL

Levi Strauss & Co., San Francisco, CA

Lightner Museum, St. Augustine, FL

Linn County Historical Society, Brownsville, OR
Living History Farms, Des Moines, IA

Metropolitan State College, Denver, CO

Milan Historical Museum, Milan, OH

Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, MN

Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, MO

Montana Historical Society, Helena, MT

Museum of Alaska Transportation & Industry, Palmer, AK
Museum of American Textile History, North Andover, MA
Museum of the Bedford Hist. Society, Bedford, NY
Museum of History and Industry, Seattle, WA

Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman, MT
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Museum of Vintage Fashion, Lafayette, CA
National Museum of American History, Washington, DC
National Tobacco-Textile Museum, Danville, VA
New Bedford Whaling Museum, New Bedford, MA
Oklahoma State University, Tulsa, OK

The 0Old Guard Museum, Ft. Myers, VA

Old Iron County Courthouse Museum, Hurley, WI
Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, MA

Pacack Historical Society, Park Ridge, NJ

Salt Museum, Liverpool, NY

Siloam Springs Museum, Siloam Springs, AR

Slater Mill Historical Site, Pawtucket, RI
Smithtown Historical Society, Smithtown, NY
State Hist. Society of Wisconsin, Madison, WI
Stephenson County Historical Society, Freeport, IL
Texas Christian University, Ft. Worth, TX

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Austin, TX
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX

University of Arizona, Tucson, A2Z

University of North Texas, Denton, TX

U.S. Army Quartermaster Museum, Ft. Lee, VA
Valentine Museum, Richmond, VA

Waltham Historical Society, Waltham, MA

Watkins Woolen Mill State Hist. Site, Lawson, MO
Webb Museum of Vintage Fashion, Hampden, ME
Witte Museum, San Antonio, TX
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APPENDIX B

LETTER TO MUSEUMS

June 15, 1992 .

Mr. Michael Smith

Iowa State Historical Museum
Capitol Complex

Des Moines, IA 50319

Dear Mr. Smith,

I am a graduate student at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa, working
on my master's degree in Historic Costume. I am conducting a preliminary
survey on the history of bib overalls in the United States from the mid-
1800s to 1945. The mission of this inquiry is provide me with
information which will be used to formulate a plan for more detailed
research, to be conducted during July and August, 1992.

This research is being funded by Key Industries in Fort Scott, Kansas and
is to be a comprehensive study of the origin and development of bib
overalls as an example of the history of a manufactured garment, with an
emphasis on the technological innovations that were applied to factory
production. This emphasis relates to the research of Dr. Jane Farrell-
Beck, my major professor, into patented sewing machines used to
manufacture apparel during the 19th century.

The types of resources I foresee being of value to this project might
include:
-extant bib overalls (home sewn or mass produced) and accompanying
provenance
~trade or manufacturers catalogs which contain bib overalls
-documented photographs with someone wearing bib overalls either in
an agricultural, factory or other situation

Having a museum background I can envision the impact of such a broad
research question, but I would appreciate any information that you might
be able to provide. In an attempt to facilitate communication I am
enclosing a self-addressed postcard with a variety of possible responses,
from which I would ask you to chose the most appropriate reply and return
the card to me.

I greatly appreciate your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Ann R. Hemken
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APPENDIX C

REPLY POSTCARD INCLUDED WITH MUSEUM LETTERS

BIB OVERALL RESEARCH REPLY

Name of institution:
Name of contact person:

Our collection holds__ pair of extant

bib overalls dating from ’
with/without provenience.

Access to trade or manufacturer's
catalogs, containing information related to
bib overalls is available.

Documented photographs with individuals
wearing bib overalls are in our collection
and available for research purposes.

The holdings of our collection are not
applicable to the study of bib overalls.
I am unable to help at this time, but
feel that this institution's holdings would

be of value to the study of bib overalls.

Please contact me again after .

Textiles and Clothing
140 LeBaron Hall

Iowa State University
Ames, IA 50011-1120

Ann Hemken

College of Family and Consumer Sciences
Department of Textiles & Clothing

140 LeBaron Hall

Iowa State University

Ames, IA 50011-1120
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APPENDIX D

GARMENT DATA COLLECTION FORM

BIB OVERALL WORKSHEET Date:
DATE OF ARTIFACT:

MUSEUM or BUSINESS:

ACCESSION NUMBER:

DONOR:

PROVENANCE:

MAKER:

RELATED MATERIALS:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:

CONDITION (signs of wear, smell, feel):

FABRIC: FIBER-
WEAVE-
CONSTRUCTION DETAILS:
TOPSTITCHING (type of stitch, # of rows, stitches per inch)-

COLOR OF THREAD-
FRONT BIB SHAPE-

FRONT BIB ADORNMENT-

METHOD OF ATTACHING BIB TO PANT-

FRONT WAISTBAND-



20

CLOSURE METHOD AT WAIST-

FRONT POCKETS BELOW WAIST-

LEG SHAPE-

HEM-

BACK ADORNMENT BELOW WAISTLINE-

WAISTBAND AT BACK-

SHAPE OF BACK ABOVE WAISTLINE-

TYPE OF SHOULDER STRAP-

TYPE OF CLOSURE FOR SHOULDER STRAP-

LABELS AND LOCATION:

MEASUREMENTS: TOTAL LENGTH (WITH STRAPS ATTACHED)-

WAIST-

INSEAM-

BIB LENGTH (TO TOP OF WAISTLINE
STRAP WIDTH AT FRONT END-

PHOTO NUMBER: ROLL- FRAME-
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APPENDIX E

LIST OF MUSEUM GARMENTS STUDIED

1860~-1910 Natl. Museum of Amer. History-acc. no. 1981.0088.2
men's; blue and white checked cotton

1877-1883 Natl. Museum of Amer. History-acc. no. SI1310128.23
adult; blue and white plaid

1877-1883 Natl. Museum of Amer. History-acc. no. $I310128.24
adult; brown and white striped

c.1900 Kansas Museum of History-acc. no. 1982.35.21
men's; blue denim

1508 Chicago Historical Society-acc. no. 1950.208
child's; blue and white checked with red trim

c.1915 Natl. Museum of Amer. History-acc. no. T.2657
adult; dark blue denim

1917 State Historical Soc. of Wis.-acc. no. 1960.114.82
adult; blue denim

c.1920 Missouri Historical Society-acc. no. 1986.84.19
boy's; blue denim

1920-1950 Natl. Museum of Amer. History-acc. no. 1988.0728.7
men's; blue and white heavy chambray

1924 Witte Museum—acc. no. 91-4(37)
boy's; blue denim

c.1927 Kansas Museum of History-acc. no. 1978.52.64
boy's; coarse tan with red trim

1943-1946 Natl. Museum of Amer. History-acc. no. 1989.0106.1
men's; blue and white striped denim

1943-1947 Kansas Museum of History-acc. no. 1985.528.5
child’'s; blue denim

1944-1946 Missouri Historical Society—-acc. no. 1989.27.116
women's; khaki, military

c.1945 Kansas Museum of History-acc. no. 1988.84.3
child's; blue denim
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APPENDIX F

DATA COLLECTION FORM FOR PRINTED MATERIALS

DATA COLLECTION FORM--BIB OVERALLS July 1992

Today's date:

Location (institution) and accession number:

Type of material:

Date of material:

Company name and location:

Description of pertinent contents:
Written text (verbatim)-

Garment construction features-

Occupation and gender of wearer in illustration-

Reference: [author. (date). title. city, state: publisher. pages)

Obtained copy? Y__ N (cost )

Credit in publication to be given to:
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APPENDIX G
LIST OF PATENTS REVIEWED
Eli Stacy and John Stacy, "Improvement in overalls" (no. 125,994: April
23, 1872). Smooth front without buckles and expandable back to

accommodate jacket.

Alfred Rosenburg, "Improvement in overalls"™ (no. 156,381: July 29, 1874).
One size fits all garment.

Charles Moulton, "Overalls" (no. 187,767; 27 February 1877).
Manufacturing changes in seams, opening, and straps.

Stephen Laskey, "Improvement in overalls” (no. 214,406; February 4,
1879) . Stronger shoulder straps, side openings, and back pockets.

Bernhard Guttman, "Overalls™ (no. 247,906; Octcbhber 4, 1881). Converting
trousers into bib overalls.

Leopold Guiterman, "Overalls" (no. 328,025; October 13, 1885). Elastic
sections in straps.

William Cohlman, "Trousers or overalls" (no. 352,297; November 9, 1886).
New construction for back pockets.

Adolph Bookman, "Overalls"™ (no. 362,710; May 10, 1887). Elastic
waistband and reversible elastic shoulder straps.

Edward Brunsen, Jr. and Jesse Gladding, "Reversible overalls" (no.
386,422; July 17, 1888). Reversible front to back and inside to outside.

Martin Pfaff, "Overalls" (no. 452,528; May 19, 1891). Elastic hinge at
back waistband end of shoulder straps.

James Fitz, "Overalls" (no. 471,789; March 29, 1892). Combination of
vest and trouser overalls.

Louis Goodman, "Overalls"” (no. 564,373; July 21, 1896). Bib can be
dropped to apron with pockets.

Samuel Boone, assignor to David Traxler, "Overalls" (no. 579,314; March
23, 1897). Bib can be dropped to apron with pockets.

John Lewis, "Overalls” (no. 621,353; March 21, 1899). Method of laying
the pattern and cutting to save fabric.

Isaac Russakov, "Overalls or trousers” (no. 631,408; August 22, 1899).
Bib can be used to protect the chest or tucked into trousers
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Robert Smith, "Overalls" (no. 678,049; July 9, 1901). Wwaist is
expandable with side buttoning eliminated.

Leopold Guiterman, "Overalls” (no. 717,392; December 30, 1902). Bib can
be detached and used as apron at waist.

Robert Breckenridge, assignor of 1/2 to Charles Dickinson, "Overalls"
(no. 699,485; May 6, 1902). Closing side openings with drawstring.

Nathan Ravich, "Overalls or nether garments" (724,204; March 31, 1903).
Method of cutting out pattern to conserve fabric.

" Howard Lanier, "Overalls" (no. 755,781; March 29, 1904). Extra durable
hem.

Willis McLaury, "Overalls" (no. 756,396; April 5, 1904). Buttoned up
outer side of leg to facilitate removal and donning.

Charles Fasoldt, "Overalls" (no. 765,156; July 12, 1904). Center back
opening to eliminate side openings.

Georg Bucking VIII, "Overalls" (no. 785,590; March 21, 1905). Unique
method of attaching straps to bib.

Frederick Dodshon, "Overalls”™ (no. 791,676; June 6,1905). Construction
details to create lowest production price.

Fredrick Brigham, "Overalls" (no. 815,068; March 13, 1906). Series of
pockets for tools.

Robert Breckenridge, "Overalls" (no. 829,944; September 4, 1906). Use of
a belt to keep side openings closed.

Leo Wise, assignor to Wise Brothers, "Overalls™ (no. 900,050; September
19, 1908). Front and back bib for complete coverage.

William Cummings, assignor to Sweet, Orr and Company, "Overalls" (no.
905,796; December 1, 1908). Handkerchief and watch pocket on bib.

Seth Melasky, "Overalls” (no. 914,296; March 2, 1909). Detachable bib.

Tom and Joseph Pell, "Overalls"” (no. 965,596; July 26, 1910). Detachable
bib that could also be used as an apron.

Tom and Joseph Pell, "Overalls"” (no. 1,007,969; November 7, 1911).
Drop seat with strap arrangement to hold up bib.

William Matthews, "Bib for overalls" (no. 1,144,369; June 29, 1915).
Interior bib pocket.
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Hamilton Carhartt, Hamilton Carhartt, Jr., and Oscar Kratz, "Overalls"
(no. 1,152,289; August 31, 1915). Construction details to increase
durability.

Oscar Kratz, assignor to Hamilton Carhartt Manufacturing, "Overalls" (no.
1,152,323; August 31, 1915). Diamond-shaped overlap of shoulder straps
at back.

Peter DeVoist, "Overalls" (no. 1,191,288; July 18, 1916). Reversible
garment, front to back.

Charles Bartrum, assignor to Sweet, Orr and Company, "Overalls for women"
(no. 1,208,715; December 12, 1916). Special overalls for women.

Andrew Carlson, "Overalls" (no. 1,293,700; February 11, 1919). Extra,
removable knee patches.

Cyril Wetmore, "Overall-suspender fastener" (no. 1,298,842; April 1,
1919). Clasp for removable suspenders.

Phillip Paxton, "Overalls" (no. 1,369,538; February 22, 1921). Method of
making the lower leg fit snugly.

Merritt Logan, "Overalls-bib"” (no. 1,375,163; April 19, 1921). Bib can
be tucked into trousers.

Patrick Sheen, "Overalls" (no. 1,402,320; January 3, 1922). Method of
securing lower legs around the ankle.

Carl Allen, "Overalls™ (no. 1,410,541; March 28, 1922). Simplified
construction of straps.

Charles Kroll, assignor to The Kroll Company, "Overalls" (no. 1,411,666;
April 4, 1922). Manner of making straps that will stay flat.

Robert Hodge, assignor to American Buckle Company, "Overalls suspender
loop™ (no. 1,440,831; January 2, 1923). Metal clasp at front end of

strap. :

Walter Mastin, "Bib overalls” (no. 1,463,748; July 31, 1923). Way to

prevent straps from chafing the wearer.

Charles Wood, "Overalls" (no. 1,477,925; December 18, 1923). Back pocket
construction and placement.

George Beichl, "Overall suspender strap and method of manufacturing same"
(no. 1,538,611; May 19, 1925). sSlide at front end of strap.

LaFayette Baker, "Overalls" (no. 1,550,331; August 18, 1925). Pocket
construction for greater strength.
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William Hueseman, "Combined slide and button loop for overalls"” (no.
1,569,019; January 12, 1926). Fastening system.

Forrest Ferguson, assignor to Wynne Ferguson, "Overalls™ (no. 1,589,951;
June 22, 1926). Facing in side openings.

Frederic Mahan, "Overalls" (no. 1,590,843; June 29, 1926). Overlapping
bib sections front and back.

Stanley Sweet, assignor to Sweet, Orr and Company, "Bib pocket" (no.
1,645,502; October 11, 1927). Triangular bib pocket.

Alfred Johnson, "Overalls” (no. 1,664,512; April 3, 1928). Extra
interior bib pockets.

Charles Williamson, "Bib construction for overalls" (no. 1,683,511;
September 4, 1928). Bib pocket construction.

Louis Rosenthal, "Overalls" (no. 1,690,313; November 6, 1928).
Construction of side openings.

Ralph Lee, assignor to The E.V. Benjamin Company, Inc., "Overall garment"”
(no. 1,718,051; June 18, 1929). Side pocket construction.

William Watkins, "Overalls with detachable pockets" (no. 1,764,483; June
17, 1930). Use of detachable pockets that can be replaced when worn out.

Erick Fellroth, "Overalls" (no. 1,785,580; December 16, 1930). Use of
drop seat and belt.

Morris Sneider, assignor to The Maryland Company, "Overall garment” (no.
1,789,784; January 20, 1931). Method of attaching suspenders at back so
that seat can be dropped.

Harold Martin, assignor to Everlastik Inc., "Overalls" (no. 1,793,708;
February 24, 1931). Elastic insert at center of back.

Johan Johannesen, "Overalls" (no. 1,854,262; April 19, 1923). Full
covering top portion with zipper openings.

Harry Jackson, assignor to H.W. Carter and Sons, "Overalls (no.
1,888,086; November 15, 1932). Side pocket with openings in garment
opening.

Charles Mosgrove, "Overall loop"” (no. 1,890,692; December 13, 1932).
Metal clasp for front end of straps.

Charles Mosgrove "Overall loop” (no. 1,916,010; June 27, 1933). Metal
clasp for front end of straps.
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Cecil Garrett and Eugene Lockwood, assignors to High Point Overall
Company, "Overall garment"” (no. 2,016,897; October, 1935). Reinforced
back construction.

Edwin Patrick, assignor to C.B. Cones and Son Manufacturing Company,
"Overall construction" (no. 2,068,194; January 19, 1937). Unusual back
construction.

Fred Lucas, "Overalls" (no. 2,084,208; June 15, 1937). Improved bib
construction.

Charles Wittmack, assignor to Oshkosh B'Gosh, Inc., "Overall™ (no.
2,132,668; October 11, 1938). Reinforced bib construction.

Austin Plimpton, assignor to Interstate Sales Corp., "Overalls" (no.
2,269,380; January 6, 1942). Snap or zipper closure at lower edge of
leg.

British patents

Keene, Charles Keene. "Improvements in boots, shoes, gaiters,
overalls..." (British patent no. 10,692; May 1845).

Welch, Joseph and John Margetson. "Improvement in the manufacture of
traveling cases, wrappers, and certain articles of dress..." (British
patent no. 17; January

1853).
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APPENDIX H

LIST OF MANUFACTURERS CONTACTED

Berco Inc.

Ron Nussbaum
104 E. Main st.
Berne, IN 60607

Blue Bell Inc.
Robert Gregory
335 Church st.
Greensboro, NC 27401

Case Inc.

Gene Case

Industrial Park Dr.
Olive Hill, KY 41164

The Lee Apparel Co., Inc.
Fred Rowan

9001 W. 67th St.

Merriam, KS 66202

Shawnee Garment Mfg. Co.
Jim Antosh

P.0O. Box 216

Shawnee, OK 74802

Tareyton Corporation
Alan Cone

P.O. Box 29346
Greensboro, NC 27429

Williamson-Dickie Mfg. Co.
Steven Lefler

P.O. Box 1779

Ft. Worth, TX 76101

Big Smith Inc./Gemini Marketing

Peter Lebowitz
526 Howard St.
Carthage, MO 64836

Carhartt, Inc.
Mark Valade

One Parklane Blvd, P.O. Box 600

Dearborn, MI 48126

The L.C. King Mfg. Co., Inc.
Jack King

P.0. Box 367

Bristol, TN 37621

OshKosh B'Gosh, Inc.

C.F. Hyde

112 Otter Ave., P.O. Box 300
Oshkosh, WI 54901

Sweet-Orr & Co., Inc.
Arnold Ginsburg

1290 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10104

Universal Overall Co.
Sanford Eckerling
1060 W. Vanburen St.
Chicago, IL 60607
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APPENDIX I

FORM LETTER SENT TO MANUFACTURERS

April 15, 1992

Mr. Fred Rowan

The Lee Apparel Company, Inc.
9001 W. 67th Street

Merriam, KS 66202

Dear Mr. Rowan;

Would The Lee Apparel Company like to be able to let the world know its
part in the beginnings of the 130-plus-year history of bib overalls?
This could happen if your company archives hold documents about company
history, patterns, prototypes, or advertising materials giving clues to
the origin, development, and wearers of bib overalls, through 1945.

I am a graduate student at Iowa State University, in Ames, working on my
master's degree in Textiles and Clothing. The history of bib overalls,
from 1825 through 1945, is the topic of my thesis. Bib overalls, part of
the working-class wardrobe, have been overlooked by costume historians
for years. The archives of The Lee Apparel Company could contribute to
groundbreaking research of this garment.

In return for your cooperation, I will send a summary report of the
findings to your company. The information could be put to use in
advertising campaigns, annual reports or any manner your company chooses,
so long as my department and I are given credit as being the source of
information.

Would your company's archival documents and historic artifacts be
available for research sometime between June 15 and August 14, 19922
Since I must plan a travel agenda, please reply with the enclosed
postcard before May 8, 1992. If I have not heard from you by May 8, I
will call you the following week (May 11 through 15) to gather the
information requested.

Sincerely,

Ann R. Hemken
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APPENDIX J

REPLY POSTCARD SENT WITH MANUFACTURERS' LETTERS

BIB OVERALL MANUFACTURER'S REPLY
Name of company:

Name of contact person:

Title:

Address:

Phone number:

Yes, our company archives hold the following, which are earlier than
1945:

Existing bib overalls.

Advertising materials or trade catalogs
related to bib overalls.

Patterns and/or prototypes of bib overalls.
Documents related to bib overalls and
company history.

Our archives are available for study
between June 15 and August 14, 1992. Most
convenient dates would be .
No, our archives do not contain materials
that would be useful in this study.

Textiles and Clothing
140 LeBaron Hall

Iowa State University
Ames, IA 50011-1120

Ann Hemken

College of Family and Consumer Sciences
Department of Textiles & Clothing

140 LeBaron Hall

Iowa State University

Ames, IA 50011-1120
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APPENDIX K

LIST OF ADDITIONAL COMPANIES AND PRODUCT NAMES

Bread Winner Overall-Burlington, VT
Brotherhood Overalls-Dover, NJ
Carter's

Conductor Brand

Cones Boss

Crown Overall Co.

W.M. Finck & Co.-Detroit, MI

Fitz

Headlight Overalls-Larned Carter & Co., Cincinnati, OH
Kiddyalls

Liberty Manufacturing

Payday

Reliance Manufacturing Co.

Tennessee Overalls

Union Overall Mfg. Co.-Albuquerque, NM



