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2013 Iowa Farm Custom Rate Survey follows recent
trend
by William Edwards, extension economist, 515-294-6161, wedwards@iastate.edu

T

he 2013 Iowa Farm Custom Rate Survey
followed the recent trend of small but consistent increases in rates each year. Most
operations showed increases of 3 to 5 percent over
the average rates in the 2012 survey.
The values reported on the survey are the average
of all the responses received for each category. The
range of the highest and lowest responses received
is also reported. These values are intended only as
a guide.

vertical tillage, providing a seed tender, soybean
combining with a draper head and mowing lawns.
The Ag Decision Maker offers a decision tool to
help custom operators and other farmers estimate
their own costs for specific machinery operations.
The Machinery Cost Calculator can be found under
Crops, then Machinery in the Ag Decision Maker
table of contents.
The 2013 Iowa Farm Custom Rate Survey can
be downloaded from the Extension Online Store,
https://store.extension.iastate.edu, or the Ag Decision Maker website, www.extension.iastate.edu/
agdm/, as Information File A3-10, Iowa Farm
Custom Rate Survey. Print copies will be available
at county extension offices.

There are many reasons why the rate charged in a
particular situation should be above or below the
average. These include the timeliness with which
operations are performed, quality and special features of the machine, operator skill, size and shape
of fields, number of acres
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Several new operations and
services were included in
the 2013 survey, including
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Source: Iowa State University, Iowa Farm Custom Rate Surveys, FM-1698.

Updates, continued from page 1

Internet Updates
The following decision tool has been updated on www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm.
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Payment Estimator – A1-45 (Decision Tool)

Current Profitability
The following files and tools have been updated on www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/info/outlook.html.
Returns for Farrow-to-Finish – B1-30
Corn Profitability – A1-85
Returns for Weaned Pigs – B1-33
Soybean Profitability – A1-86
Returns for Steer Calves – B1-35
Iowa Cash Corn and Soybean Prices – A2-11
Returns for Yearling Steers – B1-35
Ethanol Profitability – D1-10
Biodiesel Profitability – D1-15
. . . and justice for all
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Many materials can be made available in alternative formats for ADA clients. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,

Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington,
DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964.
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8
and November 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Cathann A. Kress, director, Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology, Ames, Iowa.
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